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ASSEMBLY —Members of the 
General Assembly and_ visitors 
are shown above in an informal 
photograph during the counting 
of the votes for moderator. This 
opening session was the first of 
many long meetings during a 
highly significant Assembly.— 


Ellington Photo. 





Assembly Actions 


Through Saturday 


W. E. Price elected Moderator. .. . Reorganization plan adopted as 
recommended practically without change after effort to defer is defeated. 
Two days spent considering it... . Massanetta selected for next year’s As- 
sembly, June 8... . Visser ’t Hooft stresses importance of churches follow- 
_ a common strategy. ... Gifts to all causes last year were nearly $4,- 


000,000 more than year before. ... 











Letters to the Editors 





Presbyterian Bees in Huntington Swarm 





Enslow Park Colony 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have just witnessed a wonderful piece 
of colonization. Dr. Andrew R. Bird, Jr., 
and the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Huntington, W. Va., called Rev. 
J. Gordon Riggan to undertake to accom- 
plish a project that they have had in mind 
for some years. He came in January of 
this year and has been working to build 
a church between the First Presbyterian 
Church and the Beverly Hills Presbyterian 
Church. 

On Sunday afternoon, May 15, the new 
church was organized with 135 adult mem- 
bers and 30 baptized infants, They chose 
for themselves the name Enslow Park 
Presbyterian, and they elected five elders 
and seven deacons. 

To help to start this new church, the 
First Presbyterian Church gave letters of 
transfer to 93 members, and they went out 
not because of any dissatisfaction with 
their mother church, but that they might 
have a part in this colonization. 

The Presbyterian bees have swarmed 
again, and I predict that there will be no 
diminution in the membership of the First 


AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 

One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
ye of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 
ay. 

For information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8. Roller, Jr., Principal. 








Church, but a fourfold increase in the 
number of those who have gone out to 
build a new hive, just as there was when 
they formed the Beverly Hills Presby- 
terian Church. 
CHARLES A. LOGAN. 
Lexington, Ky. 


Misfits 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 
The letter, “If Every .. .” in THE OUT- 


LOOK of May 16 signed “Texas Minister” 
is well written and true. However, we 
must face the fact that we have misfits 
in the ministry just as we have misfits 
in every other profession. A thousand 
years is not too long to have some minis- 
ters with us, but, on the other hand, two 
years is too long to burden any congre- 
gation with a misfit. He can do more 
harm in two years than can be repaired 
in ten years. 

The time.pas come to make provisions 
for those congregations in our church 
suffering too long now from a misfit 
preacher, We would not keep a manager 
of a private business who was bankrupt- 
ing the business, and we have no right 
to allow any minister to bankrupt the 
Lord’s business. 

It seems that it is difficult for some peo- 
ple to believe what some congregations 
are really up against. These churches can 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School, 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 














Full courses of study. 
Texas. 


* SCHREINER INSTITUTE x 
SUMMER SESSION 


College—Two Terms: June 6 to July 16 and July 18 to Aug. 27 
High School—One 8-Weeks Term: June 6 to July 30 
Unexcelled recreational facilities in the Hill Country of 
Non-military in summer. Send reservation now. 
REGISTRAR, SCHREINER INSTITUTE, BOX U, KERRVILLE, TEXAS 








PARK COLLEGE 


Outstanding faculty of 42 (18 with 
doctorates). Cosmopolitan student 
body of 550. 


Friendly, democratic campus life; 
each student a worker and a club 
member. All share in strong intramu- 
ral sports program. Students come 
from 38 states, 11 countries, 3 terri- 
tories. Co-educational. Small classes. 
Emphasis on application of Christian 
ideals. Highest academic rating. 

Beautiful campus on high bluffs 
above Missouri River, in suburbs of 
Kansas City. 

Write for catalogue and view book 

to 


Admissions Office, Box 101 
J. L. ZWINGLE, President 
Parkville, Missouri 











Davis and Elkins College 
Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 





Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment.. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 











do nothing but tolerate a situation which 
is obviously wrecking the church, just be. 
cause the preacher has nowhere to go, 
Some men should have gone anywhere ex. 
cept into the ministry in the first place, 
I am glad we are becoming aware of the 
fact now that these conditions do exist in 
at least some of our churches and we have 
brought it out into the open at long last. 

I will also be delighted when at least 
50 per cent of our elders and deacons are 
women. Many of the present elders are 
disabled and many more not qualified 
spiritually for the high offices which they 
now hold. Some of our women can fil] 
these offices acceptably and they have 
every right to serve the church in the 
same capacity in which the men serve, 
There is no justice whatever in the system 
we now have which excludes women from 
office and it is for the best interest of the 
church and religion that we change this 
situation immediately. 

N. C. CHURCH MEMBER. 


In Constant Touch 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It was because of the help I got from 
Dr. Thompson’s Bible lessons that I first 
subscribed to your paper, but I now wel- 
come it each week because it keeps me 
in constant touch with the life of our 
church as well. 

MRS. J. PORTER SMITH. 

Spartanburg, S. C. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Reunion of the Church. Lesslie 
Newbigin. Harper & Bros. $3.00. 

Dunk O’Malley Sports Stories. Harold 
W. Sandberg. Lantern Press, $2.50. 

Cardinal Mindszenty Speaks. Joseph 
Cardinal Mindszenty. Longmans. $2.50. 

How to Speak the Written Word. Nedra 
Newkirk Lamar. Fleming H. Revell Co. 
$2.50. 

God’s Grace and Man’s Hope. Daniel 
Day Williams. Harper & Bros. $2.75. 

The High Points of Calvinism. Bastian 
Kruithof. Baker Book House. $1.50. 

The Law of Civil Rights and Civil 
Liberties. Edwin S. Newman. Oceana 
Publications. Paper, $1.00; cloth, $2.00. 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 
Statesville, North Carolina 
A co-educational institution distinc- 
tive in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded in 1856. Fully accredited 
academic work—first two years of 
college. Outstanding departments in 
music and business. Residence for 





women and single men. Liberal 
scholarships. Moderate rates. Cata- 
logue P. 


JOHN MONTGOMERY. President 


BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 











Meets— 
The Demands of Parents 
The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 
Christian Atmosphere 
Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
gram 
Moderate Expense 
Write: ; 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 
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The Dresbuterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 
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Assembly Reorganizes Agencies in Prompt Action 


Chairman of Ad Interim Committee 
Is Elected Moderator on 
First Ballott 


w. E. Price, Charlotte, N. C., ruling 
elder, was elected moderator of the 89th 
General Assembly at Montreat, N. C., on 
the first ballot over William V. Gardner, 
pastor of the First church, Atlanta. Mr. 
Price is the first non-minister to be 
elected to this position since Charles G. 
Rose in 1942. The vote was 200-190. 
These were the only nominees. 

Mr. Price was nominated by James 
A. Jones, pastor of the Myers Park 
church, Charlotte, who told of his serv- 
ice as elder, Sunday school superin- 
tendent, director of leadership educa- 
tion. Dr. Jones outlined his contri- 
bution to his presbytery; on the home 
missions committee for 25 years and 
its treasurer for many years; a trustee 
of presbytery; and particularly his 
large service in opening up new fields 
where churches have been established, 
his use of his Sunday afternoons at 
numerous places in the churches in his 
presbytery. In Mecklenburg Presby- 
tery, he said, there are literally dozens 
of churches that owe their lives to Mr. 
Price—a great leader in outpost work. 

In the work of his synod Mr. Price 
has made great contributions to the edu- 
cational and missionary work. In the 
General Assembly he serves on its execu- 
tive committee of Religious Education; 
he organized and was the first presi- 
dent of the Sunday school superin- 
tendents association of the denomina- 
tion; he has spoken in every synod of 
the church on missions and religious 
education. Dr. Jones paid extended 
tribute to the leadership of Mr. Price 
as chairman of the ad interim commit- 
tee studying the re-organization of the 
church’s agencies during the past two 
years. During this time, he said, Mr. 
Price has been a servant of the church 
without an equal. 

Mr. Price was described as an efficient 
business man (insurance); on the board 
of directors of many business enter- 
prises. In him, said Dr. Jones, can be 
found a man who well deserves the 
Moderatorship and who posseses the 
high ability to fill the office. The church, 
he said would be honored in paying 
this tribute to him. 

Cecil Lang, Dallas, Texas, home mis- 
sions leader, seconded the nomination, 
urging that the leadership of laymen be 
more adequately recognized. In this 
hour, he said, the church needs to place 





A LITTLE LATER 


Ordinarily this issue, reporting the 
Assembly through Saturday, reaches our 
readers more promptly than it will this 
time. The delay is occasioned by the 
Memorial Day holiday which printers 
observed. 





in its leadership a man in whom it has 
confidence. 


Gardner Is Nominated 


Dr. Gardner was nominated by John 
Newton Thomas, theology professor at 
Union Seminary. He sketched the wide 
service to the church given by Dr. Gard- 
ner. He spoke of him as an able and 
compelling preacher of the gospel, a 
recognized administrator and pastor, a 
man who transcends petty loyalties, one 
who is devoted to the ecumenical church 
(he was sent last summer to both the 
Geneva and Amsterdam meetings), as a 
man who is neither an obscurantist nor 
one who would ever preach “another 
gospel.” 

Edward MeNair, elder in Druid Hills 
church, Atlanta, and a professor of Eng- 
lish at Emory University, seconded the 
nomination, as one who has observed 
Dr. Gardner’s pastoral leadership from 
a neighboring church. He told of the 


Effort to Wait a Year Loses After 
Two-Day Consideration 
Of Long Report 


outstanding succession of ministers in 
the Atlanta First church and, he said, 
Dr. Gardner takes his stand with the 
best of them. His leadership has 
greatly enlarged and strengthened the 
church; he has been a leader in colon- 
izing other churches, and things like 
these large achievements, said Mr. Mc- 
Nair, just don’t happen. Dr. Gardner, 
he said, is a big man—‘a big man for 
Jesus Christ’’; qualified at every level 
as a presbyter of proven ability. 

When the vote was counted (vocally 
in the presence of the entire Assem- 
bly—perhaps the last time this would 
be done, according to action later taken 
by the Assembly)—-Dr. Gardner moved 
that the election be made unanimous 
and Dr. Thomas seconded the motion. 
This motion was adopted enthusiasti- 
cally by the Assembly. 


Raising Prices 


When Mr. Price was inducted into 
his office he said, “The country is 
clamoring for a lowering of prices, and 
I predict that the people back home 
will not be too well pleased when they 

(Continued on page 7.) 





NEW MODERATOR—W. E. Price, Charlotte, N. C. businessman (left) re- 


ceives the gavel from the retiring moderator, C. Darby Fulton, at the open- 
ing session of the 89th General Assembly. Mr. Price was elected on the 


first ballot.—RNS Photo. 








Five Presbyterian Institutions 
Listed in $1,500,000 Trust Fund © 


Hampden-Sydney, Union Seminary, Assembly's Training School, Lynchburg 
Orphanage, and Assembly’s Home Missions Named Beneficiaries in Danville 


Five Presbyterian, US, institutions are 
provided for in a trust fund of the late 
W. W. Williamson of Danville, Va. The 
estate has been appraised at $1,500,000. 
The bulk of the estate is left to his 
widow, at whose death the benefits of 
the trust fund will go to Hampden Syd- 
ney College, Union Seminary in Virginia, 
the Assembly’s Training School, the 
Presbyterian Orphanage at Lynchburg, 
and the Assembly’s Executive Commit- 
tee of Home Missions, 

A number of bequests were made to 
members of Mr. Williamson’s family in 
addition to those provisions listed above. 


Dr. Bear Named to Seminary 
Missions Professorship 


James E. Bear, Union Seminary pro- 
fessor and registrar, has been named the 
F. S. Royster professor of Christian Mis- 
sions at the seminary effective in 1950. 
Dr. Bear will succeed Donald W. Rich- 
ardson, who has been requested to con- 
tinue his service for a year beyond re- 
tirement time. 

During the coming year Dr. Bear will 
take a sabbatical year of study and tra- 
vel, visiting the church’s mission fields 
in Mexico and South America. Dr. Bear, 
who was born of missionary parents in 
China, has been on the seminary faculty 
since 1932, serving in the New Testa- 
ment department. 

At the recent commencement it was 
announced that the annual Monroe 
Wicker award for ‘“‘fidelity to duty, love 
for others, and devotion to Jesus 
Christ,”” had been made to Hugh Carter, 
Jacksonville, Fla., of the graduating 
class. Jack Lancaster, Dallas, Texas, re- 
ceived the voice improvement prize. 
Nine fellowships, previously announced, 
were awarded. ; 

Miss Catherine Bohannan, who has 
served in the seminary office since 1914, 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Ireland, since 1936, 
both of whom will retire this year, were 
given special recognition at the com- 
mencement. 

Thirty-nine seniors and 21 graduates 
received degrees at the commencement, 
Graduate degrees were awarded as fol- 
lows: 

Doctor of Theology: Robert F. Boyd, 
Charlotte, N. C.; Ernest Duncan Hollo- 
way, Monroe, La.; Robert Hough, Tar- 
boro, N. C.; Wm. Cecil Neill, Lowell, N. 
C.; John A. Womeldorf, Princeton, W. 
Va. 

Master of Theology: E. Raynard Are- 
hart, Recife, Brazil; Jas. Henley Cali- 
gan, Miami, Fla.; J. E. Dixon, Rumford, 
Va.; Pierre M. Etienne, Montpelier, 
France; Wm. C. Ferreira, Minas, Brazil; 
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Thos. A. Fry, Jr., Red Springs, N. C.; 
Allix B. James, Richmond; John D. Mac- 
Leod, Aberdeen, N. C.; Ardell F. Mc- 
Clung, Richmond; Seth C. Morrow, 
Pottsville, Pa.; Wm. B. Oglesby, Jr., 
Little Rock, Ark.; Jos. McM. Owen, Mt. 
Pleasant, Texas; Wm. E. Smith, Bybee, 
Va.; Thompson B. Southall, New Or- 
leans; Jas, Walton Stewart, Jr., Char- 
lotte, N. C.; Wm. E. Trainham, Rich- 
mond. 


‘*Story of Montreat’’ Published in 
Book Written by R. C. Anderson 


R. C. Anderson, former head of Mon- 
treat, has announced publication of “The 
Story of Montreat,” telling of the growth 
and development of this church institu- 
tion in western Nerth Carolina, just east 
of Asheville, through the past 35 vears, 

Publicity for the book states that it 
has been written ‘‘at the request of the 
yeneral Assembly.” For reference to 
this action Dr. Anderson cites the 1926 
Minutes of the Assembly which read: 
“That the Rev. R. C. Anderson, D. D., 
president of the Association, be re- 
quested to prepare and submit so the 
next Assembly the story of Montreat in 
connection with his annual report on the 
Montreat Association.”’ 

Next year’s Minutes carried the nota- 
tion that “In accordance with the re- 
quest of the last Assembly the president 
is now preparing the story of Montreat 
which we hope to have in print. at an 
early date.” 

Dr. Anderson spends his winters in 
Orlando, Fla, but he expects to be at 
Montreat by early in June. 


Ruth See Named to Editorial 
Position on R. E. Youth Staff 


Ruth D. See has been appointed editor 
on the staff of the youth department of 
the Assembly’s religious education and 
publication commiitee. Miss See suc- 
ceeds Mary Garland Taylor who is leay- 
ing this work after five years cf service 

Miss See has served as a_ student 
worker, Bible teacher, and director of 
religious education. She only recently 
completed her residence requirements 
for the Doctor of Philosophy degree at 
New York University. During this time 
she also served as assistant in field work 
at the Biblical Seminary. 

Responsibilities in this new work in- 
clude those related to Pioneer and Se- 
nior Graded Sunday School materials 
and the editorship of Onward. 

A native of Floyd, Va., Miss See is the 
sister of Katherine See, a member of the 





staff of the Executive Committee of 
Christian Education in Louisville. ghe 
will take up her new duties August 1, 


Celtic Crosses Presented to 
US and USA Moderators by Baird 


Buffalo, N. Y. (RNS).—When Jesye 
H. Baird, retiring moderator of the Pres- 
byterian, USA, Assembly, handed the 
gavel to his successor, Clifford B. Bar- 
bour, he presented him a silver Celtic 
cross of Scottish origin. Dr. Baird saiq 
he was having a duplicate cross made to 
give to the moderator of the Southern 
Church’s General Assembly at Montreat. 

“I hope that these two crosses may 
some day be welded together and come 
into the hands of the man who will be 
the moderator of the reunited church,” 
said Dr. Baird. 

Responding, Dr. Barbour said: “J 
shall do all [ tan to help th2 people in 
the South come to the decision that I 
know many already have come to. It 
is my hope and praver that these crosses 
can be welded togther.’’ 


Centre Students Raise Funds for 
China; Five Professors Honored 

Centre College students are raising a 
$1,100 fund with which to “sponsor” a 
professor at Hangchow College in China. 
During the past two years Centre has 
raised $2,000 for beoks for Hangchow’s 
library, Five Centre professors 
have received Carnegie Foundation 
grants-in-aid for work this summer on 
special projects. These five and their re- 
spective departments are: Jack Kellam, 
art; Carl Misch, German; Emma Moon, 
Spanish; J. T. Richardson, sociology; R. 
I. Rush, chemistry. 


Brunner Says Church Must 
Say ‘‘No’’ to Soviet Way 


London (RNS)—The church must 
utter ‘‘a loud and unconditional no” 
to the Soviet way of life, Emil Brun- 
ner, noted Swiss Protestant theologian, 
declared here at the 117th annual as- 
sembly of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales. 

“To follow the policy of appeasement 
in regard to the Communist challenge,” 
Dr. Brunner asserted, ‘‘is the way of 
death. The church must beware of being 
hypocritical. We are witnessing the last 
phases of a decline of an over-secu- 
larized West, and only a resurgence of 
Christian culture and values can give 
Western man a reinvigoration.” 

Describing the Soviet system as “not 
merely the erection of another police 
state, but the elevation of the state 
above law,” Dr. Brunner said _ that 
“Western civilization must realize that 
Marxism is a product of decayed West- 
ern economics and culture, and is not 
Eastern in its main conceptions.” 

“The first duty of the church,’ Dr. 
Brunner urged, ‘‘is to create that com- 
munity which affirms freedom of the in- 
dividual. There are reserves of spiritual 


life in the West, but they are running 
out.” 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 





Foundations of Christian Unity By 0. DARBY FULTON 


From the Sermon at the Opening of the 89th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, US 


“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”"— 
Ephesians 4:5. 


church reflects much to justify our 

encouragement and thanksgiving. 
It is my firm belief that we are on 
the threshold of days of great promise. 
The Program of Progress has given a 
life to the church’s vision and has pro- 
vided a focus for uniting and coordi- 
nating her energies. For the most part, 
our churches and Sunday schools are 
crowded, and it is more common to 
hear pastors complain of the inadequacy 
of buildings and facilities than of empty 
pews and congregational indifference. 
The practice of tithing has received a 
great impetus during the past two years 
and many of our people have been 
amazed to see how this has swelled 
the flow of their gifts. Evangelism has 
been lifted to its primary place in the 
ehurch’s concern, with marvelous 
demonstrations of the working of God’s 
Spirit in the hearts of men. The de- 
velopment of our young people in Chris- 
tian responsibility and leadership re- 
veals one of our greatest gains over 
the church of the last generation. Out- 
post chapels, by the score, many of them 
developing almost overnight into self- 
supporting congregations, give promise 
of new breadth and strength in the 
church of the future. Volunteers in 
large numbers are offering themselves 
for missionary service. The Women of 
the Church continue to point the way in 
Bible study and prayer, in their intelli- 
gent knowledge of the church’s program 
and in their generous and sacrificial sup- 
port of its causes. 

One wishes that he might linger here 
indefinitely and bask in the light of 
these happy reflections; but there is an- 
other aspect of our church’s life with 
which, in the interest of truth and 
realism, we must deal. I speak of it 
with the deepest distress of heart and 
mind. We are not today altogether a 
harmonious church. A blight of division 
has fallen upon us. While we have been 
concerned with vital issues that relate 
to our wider relationships, we have 
fallen victim, ironically, to rifts within 
the body of our own fellowship. Dif- 
ferences have arisen among us; dif- 
ferences which have sometimes resulted 
in bitterness and have marred the spirit 
of unity and fraternity which ought to 
characterize our family of faith. One 
Seuses throughout the church a great 
burden of distress over this condition, 
a burden in which all share, regardless 
of the particular viewpoints that they 
may hold. There is a deep undercurrent 
of yearning for the healing of the burt 
that the church carries within her very 
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DR. FULTON: The will to fel- 
lowship is not enough. 


heart today. 

Let me make it plain, my brethren, 
that what I am about to say is not 
spoken to any special individual or 
group of individuals; certainly it is ad- 
dressed no more to you than to the 
speaker himself. I plead with you, 
fathers and brethren, and through you 
with the whole church that we love 
and serve, that we keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace. I plead 
for understanding and brotherly affec- 
tion among us, for mutual forbearance, 
for the stifling of that hasty word that 
would goad the spirit of a friend, for 
the soft answer that will turn away 
wrath, for the preferring of one another 
in honor, and for a belief in the sin- 
cerity of those with whom we con- 
scientiously differ in opinion. 

I plead with you to cherish and pre- 
serve, not for a day, or for five years, 
but forever, that spirit which was mani- 
fested at the General Assembly of 1948 
when men of widely divergent views 
resolved their differences in embraces 
and tears while the Assembly rose spon- 
taneously to its feet to sing the Dox- 
ology. This is what the church needs. 
It is, I believe, what God wants. It 
is more honoring to Christ than the 
winning of a dozen debates by heated 
arguments that would leave the church 
in division and distress. I plead for 
the will to reconciliation so eloquently 
defined by Paul in his appeal to the 
Ephesians: ‘I, therefore, the prisoner 
of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith you 
are called, with all lowliness and meek- 
ness, with long-suffering, forbearing one 
another in love; endeavoring to keep 


the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace.”’ 


Unity Has Foundations 

Important as this will to fellow- 
ship is, it is not enough of itself to 
support the peace and harmony that 
we desire. We must go farther. 
We should set ourselves resolutely to 
the strengthening of the foundations 
upon which our spiritual oneness 
rests. For Christian unity is more than 
a mere subjective mood or attitude, 
more than a disembodied spirit of good- 
will. It possesses a definite objective 
content. It derives from certain roots 
of common allegiance, of common con- 
viction, and of mutual spiritual ex- 
perience. There is no short-cut to the 
achievement of Christian unity. We can- 
not have it merely by desiring it; for, 
like happiness, it is wont to prove 
elusive when sought as an end itself. 
It is like a flower that blooms, and 
breathes its fragrance, only when the 
soil out of which it grows is diligently 
and tenderly cultivated. If I may pre- 
sume, then, to suggest one absorbing 
purpose that our church might hold 
before herself during the coming days 
as the ‘‘one thing I do” of her very life, 
it is that she give herself and all her 
energies to the fortifying of those foun- 
dations, basic to her unity, which Paul 
describes in that magnificent triology, 
“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 


A Common Allegiance 

I. One Lord. Here is the very essence 
of our Christian unity. Ours is the 
fellowship of a common allegiance, an 
allegiance to the most winsome and com- 
manding personality that ever called to 
the heart of a man. Who shall sepa- 
rate us from the love of Christ? And 
if we are held mutually by that love, 
who shall separate us from one another? 

It is one of the unique characteristics 
ef our faith, in contrast with the other 
religions of the world, that it centers in 
a person. Christianity is not primarily 
a philosophy, or a system of thought. 
Christianity is Christ living in the hearts 
of men, binding them to him and to one 
another by the bonds of loyalty and 
love. He himself is the fulfillment, the 
living reality, of all that he taught. He 
is not a moralist; he is morality incar- 
nate. In him honor, truth, love, vir- 
tue, purity and righteousness come to 
life, and live and move in our very 
presence. He is not an architect’s draw- 
ing. He is the completed building it- 
self, and we can see in him the beeuty 
and symmetry of its lines of architec- 
ture. He is not a geographical survey 
map. He is the panorama itself; and 
any child from his point of vantage, 
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can catch the beautiful vistas of hlue 
and green and gold that Christ affords. 

Oh, ves. he taught us the new Com- 
mandment, that we should love one 
another, but he himself was the great 
lover of inen. He advocated forgive- 
ness, but when he hung on the cross he 
prayed for them that nailed him to the 
tree. He taught us service, but he him- 
self came not to be ministered unto 
but to minister and to give his life a 
ransom for many. He told the parable 
of the Good Samaritan, but he sat 
himself one day by the well at Sychar 
and talked with the woman of Samaria. 
Jesus advocated humility, but he girded 
himself with a towel and washed his 
disciples’ feet. Thus, when our Lord 
would teach us how to play the game 
of life, he did not present us with a 
rule book and tell us to study it. He 
played the game before us and taught 
us that he himself is life. 

To him, in all the glory of his com- 
manding person, let the church renew 
her loyal allegiance. Let us discover 
our unity afresh as we delight in giving 
him the pre-eminence. ‘For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us.” 

Never has it seemed so important tc 
strengthen the basic fealty of our peo- 
ple to Christ. For other allegiances 
are claiming the following of men and 
are bringing division and confusion into 
the world. Caesar has risen again to 
challenge the supremacy of Christ. The 
church has no material weapons with 
which to meet the onslaught of force 
and violence that may be _ released 
against it. But we have one sure de- 
fense. We can set Christ upon the 
throne that Caesar would usurp. We 
can build in the citadel of the human 
heart a prior loyalty that not all the 
legions of hell can shake. 

Thus, in exalting our one Lord, we 
find the basis of our solidarity, both 
within our own communion and with 
others of like faith around the world. 


Belief Is the Mortar 


II. One Faith. Here is the second 
great rock on which our fellowship must 
be built. Christian unity rests upon 
a common body of belief and conviction. 
This is the mortar that holds our 
spiritual edifice together. It is the 
element of cohesion that binds us into 
one body. 

Throughout the New Testament the 
term commonly used to denote the fol- 
lowers of Christ is, “believers” or 
“them that believe.’’ Only three times 
in the entire Bible does the word 
“Christian’’ appear; but the element of 
belief is everywhere employed as the 
distinguishing characteristic of the true 
disciple. Nor is this usage confined 
to New Testament times. It continues 
today in large areas of the world. In 
Brazil the word in common use among 
Protestants is ‘“‘crentes,’’ from the Latin 
verb, “credo,’’ meaning “I believe.’’ The 
Japanese speak of Christians as 
“shinja,’” and the Koreans have their 
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counterpart of the same word, “‘sincha,”’ 
meaning, ‘“‘believing persons.”’ In China 
the familiar term’is ‘“‘siang-sing-ah,’”’ a 
“‘believing-heart-man.”’ 

This is significant for what it reveals 
of the essential nature of Christianity. 
Christianity is not first of all a code of 
living or a program of action, vitally 
important as these are. It is a way of 
faith. It is the commitment of mind 
and heart to a body of truth of which 
Christ himself is the very center. It is 
the acceptance of that faith once de- 
livered to the saints, to whose defense 
the Christian is irrevocably committed 
and in which he finds the basis of his 
unity with fellow-believers. 

How important it is, then, that the 
church should study unceasingly to pre- 
serve the purity of her faith. Our nation 
is established upon the broad prin- 
ciples of her Constitution. This docu- 
ment provides the basis for the unity 
of our Commonwealth. It is the con- 
tract or agreement by which the citi- 
zens of the United States propose to 
order their lives as a people, and which 
they are sworn to uphold. Any perver- 
sion of the Constitution or any habit of 
disregarding its clear provisions would 
threaten the solidarity of our nation, 
and might lead in the end to anarchy 
and confusion. Similarly, in the church, 
nothing can more easily destroy her 
essential fraternity and oneness than 
vagueness or disagreement with respect 
to the essential principles of her faith. 

We have seen the tragic divisions that 
have come within Protestantism as a 
result of doctrinal aberrations of one 
variety or another. The differences that 
exist between us as denominations are 
trivial when compared with the wider 
chasms that have been created by the 
disruptive influences of modernism on 
the one hand and of narrow obscurant- 
ism on the other. The responsibility 
for this disunity must be laid more 
at the door of those who advocate an- 
other gospel than at the feet of those 
who decline to join in a retreat from 
the historic faith. 


Danger of Overemphasis 


Even where doctrinal conflict does 
not exist overtly, it is possible for the 
church’s basis of faith to be weakened 
by an overemphasis on other aspects of 
her life and work, to the neglect of her 
deep spiritual foundations. I am con- 
cerned over the development within 
Protestantism of what Stanley High de- 
scribes as ‘‘the increasing secularization 
of the thinking of our ecclesiastical 
leadership as to the- mission of the 
church.”’ There is danger lest the church 
herself lose sight of her spiritual and 
redemptive purpose through absorption 
in the overwhelming physical, social, 
economic and political issues of the day. 
This is crucial. It is not that we should 
talk less about peace, or industrial re- 
lations, or economic security, or the 
building of a new world. These are 
desperately important, but they are not 
enough. In considerable degree our 
Christian social concern today is mov- 
ing under the momentum of a spiritual 





motivation that we have inherited from 
a generation that had a deeper and more 
virile faith than ours. We are living 
in part on an unearned spiritual incre. 
ment that will exhaust itself in time 
unless it is continually replenished by 
the nurturing of a vital faith in the 
cardinal facts of God, Christ, regenera- 
tion and salvation. 

I plead then that we seek to lay 
more firmly than ever before the foun- 
dations of our faith. Our church has 
been blessed with a strong inheritance 
of belief. We need to guard and to 
treasure this possession. I believe we 
should revive a practice that is on the 
wane among us, that of teaching our 
children and youth the catechisms of 
the church. We should encourage Bible 
reading and Bible teaching, and a 
maximum of Bible content in all our 
religious instruction. We should foster 
the study, especially by our church 
officers, of the Confession of Faith. We 
should take heed to our preaching, that 
none who depends upon our ministry 
should remain ignorant of the plan of 
salvation or of the reasons for the faith 
that is in him. In so doing I believe 
we shall be honoring Christ and 
strengthening anew the basis of our 
Christian unity. 


The Believers’ Badge 


III. One Baptism. Here is one of the 
most familiar symbols of our Christian 
unity. Baptism is the sign and seal 
of our ingrafting into Christ. It is the 
sacramental instrument of our incor- 
poration into one spiritual body. It is 
the believers’ badge, or mark of 
initiation into the fraternity of faith. 
Would that we Christians might wear 
it as worthily and loyally as we display 
the tokens of our investiture in the 
secular orders to which we belong! 

But baptism is much more than an 
emblem of membership. It is the sym- 
bol of the Holy Spirit’s cleansing and 
creative advent into the believer’s heart. 
It announces the fact that he is 
spiritually born, that he has come alive, 
and that he is henceforth expected to 
walk in newness of life, revealing the 
graces that flow from the Spirit’s pres- 
ence within him. 

Now the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness and temper- 
ateness. Mark these traits of the Spirit- 
filled life. Note how many of them 
concern our relationships with one an- 
other. Can we escape the clear in- 
ference here that it is the will of 
Almighty God that by the power of his 
Spirit dwelling within us we are to 
live together in brotherly affection and 
harmony? Do we not have here a para- 
phrase of that arresting word spoken 
by John when he wrote: ‘‘We know that 
we have passed from death unto life be- 
cause we love the brethren.” 

May this Assembly be characterized 
by a new baptism of the Holy Ghost in 
blessing and power. The fullness of 
his presence within us is limited only 
by our willingness to receive. He came 
to us when we first believed, in response 
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to our faith and expectation. He will 
come again in measure according to our 
earnest and sincere seeking. Let this 
then be our importunate, believing 
prayer: 


“Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all thy quickening powers; 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours.” . 





ASSEMBLY REORGANIZES AGENCIES 
(Continued from page 3.) 

learn that the commissioners have be- 

gun this Assembly by the raising of 

Prices.” 

Dr. Fulton presented the new modera- 
tor with a silver gavel, the gift of Henry 
E. and Mary B. Pressly, missionaries 
to Mexico. This gavel is a duplicate 
of the one: presented to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of Mexico when it was organized in 
1947. 

Dr. Fulton’s sermon on ‘Foundations 
of Christian Unity” had preceded the 
opening of the Assembly (see page 5). 
This was his concluding official con- 
tribution as moderator since his pres- 
bytery, by an unprecedented oversight, 
had failed to elect him ot the 1949 
Assembly. 

Upon nomination of E. C. Scott, 
Dallas, stated clerk, these assistant 
clerks were named: W. B. Clemmons, 
Fairfield, Va.; W. J. Hazlewood, De- 
catur, Ga., and Frank C. King, St. Louis, 
Mo. Permanent clerk is P. J. Garrison, 
Dallas, who is also assistant stated clerk. 

In addition to the 390 commissioners 
voting Thursday night, others came in 
later, though the full number of 418 
who were elected by their presbyteries 
was not reached. Approximately 1,500 
other persons gathered in Anderson 
Auditorium for the opening meeting. 

Among the commissioners was Gover- 
nor Kerr Scott, of North Carolina, a 
member of the Hawfields church in 
Orange Presbytery. Daily papers spoke 
of him as taking time off from his cam- 
paign for road and school bond issues 
to serve in the Assembly. Before the 
Assembly opened he posed with Mr. 
Price for news photographers, saying as 
he did, ‘‘He’s your next moderator.” 


FRIDAY MORNING 


The Assembly, following its rigorous 
schedule, got fully under way Friday 
morning at 8:30. Among the most im- 
portant actions of the morning were 
the appointment of standing committee 
chairmen by the moderator and the elec- 
tion of the standing committees by the 
ten geographically arranged sections. 
This arrangement provides for the plac- 
ing of nearly all commissioners on one 
or another of the working committees 
which examine the reports, overtures 
and recommendations and present their 
conclusions to the full Assembly. 


Chairmen Are Named 
Moderator Price listed the following 
chairmen: 
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Bills and Overtures, W. V. Gardner, 
Atlanta. 

Judicial Business, Joe H. Carter, 
Newton, N. C. 

Stewardship, W. A. 
Shreveport, La. 

Inter-Church Relations, ra N. 
Thomas, Richmond, Va. 

Foreign Missions, R. D. Bedinger, 
Jackson, Miss. 

Home Missions, Cecil Lang, Dallas, 
Texas. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief, D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Clearwater, 
Fla. 

Religious Education and Publication, 
W. E. Crane, Charleston, W. Va. 

Evangelism, J. M. Garrison, Greens- 
boro, N. C. 

Finance, Budget and Rules, Col. J. N. 
Pease, Charlotte, N. C. 

Synodical Records, Roy L. Davis, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Christian Relations, Robt. F. Gribble, 
Austin, Texas. 

Minister and His Work, W. B. Mc- 
Ilwaine, Petersburg, Va. 

Radio, John F. Anderson, Jr., Tyler, 
Texas. . 

Woman’s Work, J. M. Alexander, At- 
lanta. 

Overseas Relief, 
Staunton, Va. 

Theological Seminaries, 
King, St. Louis. 

Training School for Lay Workers, 
J. M. Carr, Atlanta. 

Negro Work, P. H. Carmichael, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Montreat, Massey M. Heltzel, Augusta, 


Alexander, 


P. Cary Adams, 
Frank C. 


a. 

Bible Society, B. F. Mosely, Birming- 
ham. 

Historical Foundation, Dr. 
Woodworth, Burlington, W. Va. 

Sabbath, Leland N. Edmunds, New- 
port News, Va. 

Thanks, J. A. Womeldorf, Princeton, 
W. Va. 


=. &. 


Visser ’t Hooft Speaks 


Following the daily order of worship, 
with J. R. McGregor as the first leader, 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, executive secre- 
tary of the World Council of Churches, 
was presented by Homer McMillan, one 
of the church’s three representatives to 
the Council. Dr. McMillan described 
Dr. Visser ’t Hooft as a man “‘who labors 
for a united Christian witness in a 
divided world.’’ 

Various counteracting criticisms which 
have been made of the World Council 
were discussed by Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, 
then he mentioned reasons for the ex- 
istence and work of the Council: (1) We 
need desperately this common witness of 
the church; (2)We need the World 
Council in order to act together in this 
present-day world. The forces we are 
up against have a common strategy. 
In the field of evangelism, he said, I 
know of no church in the world that is 
doing what it should. In the area of 
inter-church aid (not in terms of over- 
seas “‘relief’’) the churches must fill the 
great spiritual emptiness in the life of 
man; (3) We need the World Council 
to hold churches together at a time 
when so much separates or divides them. 
Secular forces are threatening to cut 
them apart. The Council came into be- 
ing when ‘‘one world” proved to be two 
worlds. We do not want to enter the 
power-conflict of today but we must 


work so churches across the iron curtain 
in Europe and China may survive; (4) 
We have to take in a new way and 
seriously the call that comes to us out 
of the New Testament concerning Chris- 
tian unity. The New Testament know 
of only one church of Christ and not 
of a lot of competing denominations 
that know not each other or have no 
fellowship with each other. The goal of 
the World Council is very modest. It 
does not unite the churches, for it has 
many differences among its members. 
It only brings them into an atmosphere 
where the desire for unity grows as the 
churches meet to know each other. 
Many have lived with their faces away 
from each other. So, in the Council, 
the churches are asked if they have 
really taken this New Testament affir- 
mation seriously. Unity means the mani- 
festation of the glory of the Father. 
- He who does not gather with me, 
scatters said our Master. Gathering 
without him, is really scattering. 


Plan of Organization 


By special permission of the Assem- 
bly, the ad interim committee on re- 
organization presented its report next. 
It was explained that its far-reaching 
changes would affect the work of the 
entire Assembly and that consideration 
of the report should come before the 
committees began their usual work. 

Opposition was voieed to considering 
the plan because of a lack of time to 
study it. Some speakers urged that 
so important a study should be sent to 
the presbyteries and congregations for 
study and consideration before action 
was taken. Mr. Price, the moderator 
and also chairman of the ad interim 
committee, was asked to explain the 
committee’s reason for requesting action 
now. He said the committee had 
planned to ask for a year’s study be- 
fore adoption, but that some of the 
agencies had insisted that it be con- 
sidered as soon as possible in order 
to remove the uncertainty that would 
beset their work until a decision should 
be reached. Frank H. Caldwell also 
spoke to assure the Assembly that the 
committee had not ‘‘the slightest desire 
to have this report railroaded; the com- 
mittee had planned a year’s study, but 
the agencies recommended early con- 
sideration.”’ J. G. Patton, Jr., of the 
Stewardship Committee, said the 
agencies don’t know what’s going to 
happen. Postponement will mean that 
every agency will largely mark time for 
a year’s further study now would call 
for another year before the plan could 
be made operative. 

Tilden Scherer, Clover, S. C., said he 
was rather confident that the machinery 
of the church needs overhauling, but 
we don’t know enough about it to do it 
here. E. G. Truly, Jr., Fayette, Miss., 
wanted a year’s wait. Jack Reed, Tus- 
cumbia, Ala., urged delay. W. A. Alex- 
ander, Shreveport, La., wanted more op- 
portunity to study the plan. 

(Continued on page 12.) 
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EDITORIAL 


The Holy City Has Twelve Gates 


Dr. Fulton, in his sermon as the re- 
tiring moderator of the Assembly, has 
focused our attention upon one of the 
great concepts of the New Testament: 
“One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 

No verse in the epistles has greater 
power to lift our sights and make us 
conscious of the breadth and depth and 
height of our faith; none, we suspect, 
is more effective in making us aware of 
the unity of our Christian fellowship 
and the common loyalty which binds us 
together with followers of Christ in 
every clime. Therefore, Dr. Fulton has 
given us an ecumenical compass and has 
made us newly sensitive to the broad 
inclusion of our faith. In his prayer 
for a greater unity of spirit all will 
surely join. 

At the conclusion of his first point he 
well says, “In exalting our one Lord we 
find the basis of our solidarity, both 
within our own communion and with 
others of like faith around the world.” 

In what might be considered an ap- 
propriate commentary on this text, the 
late William Temple put it this way: 
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“Our first duty as Christians is to 
make evident to the world our unity 
in Christ as something far greater 
than our differences of interpretation. 
The difference between those to whom 
Jesus Christ is Lord and all others is 
far greater than any difference which 
can arise among his disciples.” 


This is widely recognized and ac- 
cepted by us and by most Christians. 
In fact, it is the explanation of our en- 
tire cooperative work at home and 
abroad. The impressive list of enter- 
prises in which our foreign missions 
forces work in cooperation or in actual 
union bears abundant witness to this 
fact that in the depths of our hearts we 
really recognize and are willing to work 
with our Christian brethren. We do 
this even though they may differ from 
us greatly in their interpretations of 
many points of doctrine. 

DR. FULTON’S reference to ‘tragic 
divisions that have come within Prot- 
estantism as a result of doctrinal aber- 
rations of one variety or another’ would 
have been more meaningful if he had 
used other words in place of ‘‘modern- 
ism” and “narrow obscurantism.” 
Neither of these terms can accurately 
describe any group in our church. The 
more common terms of ‘‘conservative’’ 
and “‘liberal’’ would do better, though 
no words are entirely accurate. Says 
he, “The differences that exist between 
us as denominations are trivial when 
compared with the wider chasms that 
have been created by the disruptive in- 
fluences of modernism on the one hand 
and of narrow obscurantism on the 
other. The responsibility for this dis- 
unity must be laid more at the door of 
those who advocate another gospel than 
at the feet of those who decline to join 
in a retreat from the historic faith.’ 

If the moderator’s language had in 
this case been more exact we could un- 
derstand his meaning more thoroughly. 
We have to confess that we do not know 
a single ‘‘modernist,’’ in the sense of 
one who advocates “another gospel,’ 
nor have we ever known one in our 
church. 

If Dr. Fulton is willing to use the 
words “‘liberal’’ and ‘‘conservative’”’ in 
their popular connotations, then all can, 
with less emotion, consider the point as 
to who is more responsible for division 
within the church. 

In that connection, let us suggest that 
it is widely demonstrable that the diffi- 
culties which beset us come more largely 
from those who wish to use ancient 
methods of stating truth as molds into 
which the minds of Christian men and 
women of the present day must be 
poured; or, those who wish to force such 
a spiritual quality as truth through the 
channels of medieval or 16th Century 
thought whether God’s Spirit testifies 
to its validity in a man’s own heart or 
not. 

THE INABILITY to see the Spirit of 
God moving in the world and in the 
dynamic experience of life about us, and 
the unwillingness to adapt statements 





of truth (not truth itself, mind you) to 

thought-forms of our own day haye 
done more to bring division among 
Christians than any other thing. Men 
who have insisted that formulas of faith 
which had meaning because they grew 
out of the actual experience of an older 
time demand that persons now deny the 
validity of their own knowledge of God 
and, throwing it aside, accept meekly 
the experience of another age. This of 
course would be quite impossible and 
for them to pretend to be able to follow 
such a course would be dishonest. 

We need the answer to this ques- 
tion: What should the man do who 
loves Jesus Christ with all his being 
and is irrevocably committed to him 
as Lord and Savior, who cannot, in 
loyalty to the Spirit of Truth, accept 
the forms (the forms, understand) of 
faith of another age? 


Dr. Fulton speaks of the danger lest 
the church lose sight of her spiritual 
and redemptive purpose through absorp- 
tion in the physical, social, economic 
and political issues of the day. These 
are important, he says, but they are not 
enough. That is true; it would be a 
betrayal of the mission of the church, 
but we have never known or known of 
anyone in our constituency who does not 
readily admit such a peril or who would 
not resist it. We have not known—per- 
haps our experience is too narrow—we 
have never heard of anyone in our entire 
church who was uncertain on that point 
or who thought economic, political or 
other forces could usher in the Kingdom 
of God. 


THE SERMON raises an interesting 
point which seems to us to have some 
bearing on church union. Dr. Fulton 
says, “The differences that exist between 
us as denominations are trivial .. .” 
compared with the differences that exist 
within denominations themselves be- 
tween conservatives and liberals, as we 
denote them. It would seem to us, 
therefore, that the barriers to union 
among members of the Presbyterian 
family are purely artificial. 

The retiring moderator, stressing the 
point that these differences between de- 
nominations are comparatively trivial, 
goes on to show that the real differences 
in all churches go much deeper. Last 
year, Dr. D. Maurice Allan pointed this 
out in these columns in one of the most 
important discussions we have ever 
carried—‘“The Real Issues That Divide 
Us.”* Dr. Allan’s incisive analysis has 
been widely discussed but in no case 
that we can recall was that analysis 
challenged as inaccurate. 

Until we are willing to face these 
“real issues’ and come to terms with 
them, any demonstrations of unity will 
be utterly superficial. 

Can we show that the Christian 
fellowship, centering in an unequ- 
vocal loyalty to Christ as divine 
Savior and Lord has room for differ- 
ences of opinion or interpretation? 
Can we demonstrate to the world 
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that our unity in Christ is great 
enough to include those who are just 
as deeply committed as we are but 
who may express or interpret their 
faith differently ? 

After all, it is good to remember that 
the Holy City described in The Revela- 
tion has three gates on the east, three 


gates on the north, three gates on the 
south, three gates on the west. And, 
regardless of the gate through which the 
servants of God may go, all of them bear 
his name on their foreheads. 





*Reprinted and distributed by the 
Presbyterian Outlook; single copy, 5c. 





FOR RICHER OR FOR POORER 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Two are better than one, for they get 
a good wage for their toil; and if they 
fall, the one can lift up his companion.” 
—Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10. (American 
Translation. ) 


EOPLE WHO do not like to hear 

the preacher mention money 

should not attend weddings. For 
the minister comes right out and uses 
plain blunt words; he may ask: “Do 
you take each other for richer, for 
poorer?” or he may use words like “in 
plenty and in want.” In any case, the 
man and the girl are reminded that the 
pay-check will probably grow or shrink 
in the course of time. 

Romance and money may seem to be 
poles apart; but money is all mixed up 
in marriage, as it is in every practical 
undertaking on this solid earth. Anda 
simple common thing like more money, 
or less money, can have a shattering 
effect on romance. Your love will have 
to be made of something tougher than 
moonlight and roses if economic strains 
do not crack it. 

Do you take this woman—do you take 
this man—for richer, for poorer? 

The first part of that question seems 
absurd. Would I take this woman if 
she had more money? Would I love this 
man after he got a promotion? Why 
not? That would be happiness, plus! 
... Not necessarily, my optimistic young 
friends. Perhaps you have not con- 
sidered that the Bible is right when it 
holds up wealth, and not poverty, as a 
chief risk in life. 


IW DO YOU get rich? There are 

dishonest ways, some of them even 

legal, as gambling, for example. 
But it is a sad day in any young man’s 
life, as Dr. Walter Munday says, the first 
time he gets something for nothing, at 
a horse race or otherwise. If your 
bread-winner wins the bread dishonestly 
it means you are married to a dishonest 
person—and that spells THE END to a 
successful marriage. But suppose you 
grow rich honestly? There are two 
main ways of doing that: by legacy or 
other gift, and by working. But any 
large increase in income, unearned, is 
the perfect temptation to sit back and 
take it easy, and to depend on Santa 
Claus from there on out. And the lazy 
couple are simply inviting disaster for 
their marriage. A man who knows the 
“upper brackets” well has said that 
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wealth makes the first generation hard, 
the second generation soft. And in both 
ways it works against marriage. 

For on the other hand, if you grow 
richer by your own efforts, it means you 
have to work longer hours, stay away 
from heme longer. It may mean that 
both of you work away from home; in 
order to be richer you may even have 
to give up your home. Not only that, 
but once you are in a higher salary 
bracket, it may mean another set of 
friends. Indeed, the very reason some 
couples struggle for a raise is precisely 
because they want to get into that upper 
crust. What they aim for is not so 
much a bigger check but a ‘better’ 
crowd. It may well happen; it has hap- 
pened too often. But then the question 
is: Suppose you had been going with 
that crowd in the first place, would you 
have picked the wife (or the husband) 
you did? Many a man, rising into a 
“higher” section of society, has found 
wife number one not quite the thing any 
more; and conversely, many a bride who 
accepted a man only because he was the 
best she could get, when once he had 
worked them both into another social 
set, threw him over for some man she 
could not have met while she was poor. 

“__for richer?’ The words are not 
nonsense. If your love is strong enough 
to go through the trial of growing 
richer, it must be strong indeed. 


UT THE CHURCH is hard-headed. 

She knows that there is also bet- 

ter than a good chance that some- 
where along the road your income will 
shrink. The cost of living will rise; or 
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your income does not grow as fast as 
your family does; or you may be caught 
in a downswing. Whether the experts 
call the next one a depression, or a re- 
cession, or a disinflation, or techonologi- 
cal unemployment, being out of a job 
is all the same thing. Germs of expen- 
sive illness lurk in every movie seat, 
every bus; a three-second accident can 
ruin a three-year savings account. Can 
you stand poverty? It is a relative 
thing, of course. You may never be 
poor enough for the Salvation Army to 
hear of you; your pictures may never 
appear in the papers as the Starving 
Family on 38% Street. Just having to 
move from five rooms to four, having 
to come down from butter to margarine, 
having to stay with the Old Look be- 
cause the New Look calls for New Money 
—poverty, even in relative shape, is not 
only annoying, it can be grinding. You 
can always do without for a while; but 
doing without for the rest of your 
i a 

Poverty means arguments between 
husband and wife; it may mean dis- 
covery that the man is not so bright as 
she thought, or that the woman is more 
slipshod than he would have imagined; 
poverty means emotional, nervous 
strain, it may bring on illness of body 
or of mind, it may affect character. The 
couple who in plenty were gay and 
cheerful, in want may become morose 
and bitter. The person you married in 
plenty may not be the person you find 
yourself married to in want. 


OR RICHER, for poorer’; one test 
or the other you are sure to meet. 
Once more the plain truth comes 

clear: Only the Christian character can 
stand these strains and endure. For 
those whose lives are not rooted in 
faith, these words are the somber shape 
of disaster to come; but in the Chris- 
tian marriage, they foretell tests which 
may shake, but never weaken, the love 
undergirt by Christian faith and hope. 
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The Story of Montreat 


The Home of the Assembly 

Written at the request of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. by Dr. R. C. Anderson, who has intimate first-hand knowledge of the 
Mountain Rereat Association, from the beginning of its connection with the 
Presbyterian Church. For more than thirty-five years, President, Treasurer 
and Manager of the Mountain Retreat Association. A book of good type and 
finish of 237 pages. [Illustrated by beautiful pictures of Montreat, showing 
its development from its beginning to the year 1947. Price $2.75. Distributed 
by the Brown Book Corporation, Asheville, N. C. Write for copy promptly. 
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Sympathetic Understanding 


With our experience in ministering to others in times of grief, 
we too are aware of the depths of individual tragedy. That is why 
we consider ‘‘the little things’’ vitally important. We spare no 
effort to carry out every wish so that our service may be as perfect 
as possible. 


HENRY W. WOODY 


FUNERAL HOME 


Dial 3-2887 Richmond, Va. 











CAMPUS NEWS 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 
Davis and Elkins, W. Va., Bernard 4. 
McIlhany, Louisville, Ky., May 29; mp 
Fay Campbell, Philadelphia, May 31. 
Scott-Lees, Jackson, Ky., Warren g 
Corbett, Blackey, Ky., May 29; Henry 
H. Sweets, Louisville, Ky., May 30. 





HONORARY DEGREES 

Davis and Elkins, W. Va., C. Newman 
Faulconer, Waynesboro, Va., Charles w, 
Pindar, Colcord, W. Va., Richard ¢, 
Smith, Morgantown, W. Va., Doctor of 
Divinity. 

Tarkio, Mo., S. J. Patterson, Jr., Rich- 
mond, Va., Doctors of Laws. 

Davidson, N. C., Cecil A. Thompson, 
Columbia Seminary; James Appleby, 
Union Seminary, Wm. A. Benfield, Jr, 
Louisville, Ky.; T. Watson Street, Aus- 
tin Seminary, Doctor of Divinity; Wm. 
Sayad, Doctor of Science; A. Hillis 
Edens, Duke University, Doctor of Laws, 

Morris-Harvey, W. Va., Joe B. Over- 
myer, Charleston, Doctor of Laws. 


Columbia Awards Masters’ to 
Staples and Miss Bowen 


George E. Staples, on a Union Semi- 
nary fellowship, received his M. A. de 
gree from Columbia University at the 
recent commencement. Another Presby- 
terian, US, member in the list of those 
receiving degrees was Margaret Bowen, 
former Jacksonville, Fla., DRE, who re- 
eeived her M. A. 


Miss Boyce Comes Home 
On Emergency Furlough 


News from the Nashville Foreign Mis- 
sions Office indicates that Lina Boyce 
of the North Brazil Mission arrived in 
New York May 13 on emergency fur- 
lough. She is now in Mid-State Baptist 
Hospital, Nashville. 





Mitchells Fie 


The strongest, handiest fold- 
ing table made. For banquet f 
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for descriptive folder ae 
MITCHELL MFG. COMPANY 
2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 7, Wis Dept D 
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$50,000 Fund Sought at ATS 
As M. R. Turnbull Memorial 


Assembly’s Training School alumnae 
are out to raise ‘‘not less than $50,000” 
as a memorial to the late M. Ryerson 
Turnbull to be used toward the endow- 
ment of a Department of Bibe at the 
Richmond institution. 


According to an announcement made 
py Alice Hover, Charlotte, N. C., presi- 
dent of the association, Summers Tarl- 
ton, of the Queens College faculty, has 
been named director of the campaign 
to raise the funds. 

Officers said, ‘“‘This action gives mo- 
mentum to a long-felt and greatly de- 
sired dream of the pupils of Dr. Turn- 
pull. To perpetuate his life and spirit 
in the teaching of Bible at the Training 
School seems a particularly appropriate 
way to pay tribute to the memory of a 
great Christian leader, author and 
friend.” 

At the recent commencement it was 
also announced that the Paisley Scholar- 
ship would go to Sarah Walker of the 
rising senior class. This alumnae award 
is provided annually to the student se- 
lected by the faculty ‘tas one who pos- 
sesses in unusual measure qualities of 
consecration and leadership and gives 
promise of marked future usefulness in 
the field of full-time Christian work.” 
Miss Walker is a graduate of Agnes 
Scott. Her home is in Montreat, N. C. 


Four Controlling Synods 
Invited to Southwestern 


Southwestern’s four controlling sy- 
nods, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi 
and Tennessee, have been invited to hold 
their annual meetings in Memphis this 
fall in order to participate in the inau- 
guration ceremonies of President-elect 
Peyton Nalle Rhodes. Already Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Tennessee have accepted 
the invitation. Dates set are September 
20-21. 





SINCE 1863 


National sistes 


Wherever Bibles are Sold 


JUNE 6, 1949 


MAIL THIS 
COUPON NOW 


(at no obligation to you) 


for complete information on Me- 
morials, Endowments, Legacies, 
Annuity-Gifts or Life Insurance— 
five methods of giving support to 
your Church’s program of Foreign 
Missions. Our interesting material 
on each of these subjects is yours 
for the asking. Just tear out this 
coupon and mail it today— 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 

Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
P. 0. Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee. 
Please send me complete information on 


[] Memorials 

[ ] Legacies 

{] Life Insurance 
{] Endowments 
{] Annuity-Gifts 
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address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 
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RELIGIOUS LIBRARIES purchased. Send 
list or write for details. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 








HONOR ROLI 


PROUDLY WE PAY TRIBUTE TO THE MEMBERS OF 
OUR COMMUNITY WHO ANSWERED THE CALL Te 
THE COLORS IN WORLD WAR tl 


YOUR GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


sugeests: 


“ .. all service flags to be taken down 
.., and replaced possibly with perma- 
nent plaques honoring those who 
served in the armed forces and in 
memory of those who died in the serv- 
ice of their country.” 


HONOR WAR HEROES WITH 
PERMANENT PLAQUES 








Everlasting Bronze 
Plaques and Tablets 
BY NEWMAN 


Hand-chased, hand-tooled by mas- 
ter craftsmen skilled in creating 
beautiful memorials. 

FREE Catalog in colors, 
recommendations and esti- 
mates of cost sent gladly, 
without obligation. 











NEWMAN BROTHERS, Inc. 
Dept. 32 Cincinnati 3, Ohio 
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HOSTESS FOLDING TABLES 





FORMED STEEL 
MOLDING 
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FOR STACKING FRAME 


STEEL GUDES 
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122 lbs. 


72” Long x 30” wide x_30” high, 
u 4%” (Brown Tempered Masonite 
Top. Packed 2 per carton, weight 








AMAZINGLY LOW PRICED $21.45 each 


Immediate Shipment from Richmond Stock 
‘VISIT OUR NEW AND MODERN SHOWROOM’’ 
and see 
OUR COMPLETE LINE OF FOOD SERVICE EQUIPMENT 


Tables and Chairs 
China and Glassware 
Janitors Supplies 


Dishwashers 
Glasswashers 
Soda Fountains 


Ranges 
Refrigerators 
Steam Tables 


“Write For Our New 1949 Catalog” 


EZEKIEL & WEILMAN CO., Inc. 


RICHMOND 20, VIRGINIA. 


1309-17 West Broad St. Phone 5-4354 
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KING COLLEGE 


A fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. Presb, terian. Founded 1867. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. Four typea of Scholarships: (1) 
Competitive (2) Academic (3) Grant in Ald (4) Remunerai\vwe Work. 

For tnformation and catalog write: 
R. T. L. LISTON, Pres., Box P, Bristol, Tennessee. 














1879 Chamberlain-Hunt Academy 1949 


Owned and Operated by Synod of Mississippi 

WE LOVE BOYS—WE BUILD MEN 

Historic Healthful Beautiful 
An Excellent Faculty. All Work Fully Accredited. 
Individual Attention to Students. How To Study Stressed. 

Wonderful Results. Reasonable Cost. 

Next Session opens September 6 
Call or Write, J. S. Vandiver, Pres., Port Gibson, Miss. 


Southwestern at Memphis 


Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

An excellent investment for enduring and 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 
man lives. 


Charles E. Diehl, President 














Hampden-Sydney College 
1776-1949 

A Long Record of Educational Service 

Widely Honored Educational Standards 

A Distinctively Christian Atmosphere 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 











MONTREAT COLLEGE 


Four Year College for Women 
Controlled by the Mountain Retreat Association 
Christian Atmosphere High Scholastic Goals 
Low Expenses Work Scholarships 
One- or Two-Year Secretarial Course 
MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
College Preparatory School 
Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Scnools 
Located in the “Land of the Sky,’’ Western North Carolina 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President Montreat, N. C. 








Dividends Will Flow -- - 


When you give to the Davidson College Development Program your in- 
vestment will result in dividends which will flow long after you have had con- 
trol over such investments. 


The dividends will flow in terms of 
EDUCATED CHRISTIAN MEN 
A STRONGER CHURCH LEADERSHIP—LAY AND CLERICAL AND 
A VITALIZED DEMOCRACY AND FREE ENTERPRISE 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM, D. D., LL. D., President, Davidson College, 
Davidson, N. C. 











ASSEMBLY REORGANIZES AGENOIgg 
(Continued from page 7.) 
Urged Consideration Now 

C. S. Johnson, St. Louis business man, 
said, “If I didn’t read the report in ten 
days, I would never read it. If we don't 
adopt the report in this Assembly then 
we'll be debating it in 1960 or ’75.” 
Eldon Wilson, Richmond, Va., ingur- 
ance executive, said vote on it noyw. 
N. McK. Salmon, Lillington, N. C., at- 
torney, said the same. Chauncey y, 
Farrell, Texarkana, Ark., said, “Let’s 
show that we can be a deliberative body 
here.” James A. Jones, closing the ex- 
tended debate, summarized the reasons 
for consideration now, pointing to im- 
portant budgetary matters which must 
be decided and also to the folly of spend- 
ing the next year in the presbyteries 
and churches in discussing points of or- 
ganization instead of doing the work of 
the church. 

Then, with only a scattering of op- 
posing votes, the motion to defer the 
plan for a year was tabled and what 
was probably the longest discussion the 
Assembly ever engaged in got under 
way. Then, for 11% hours, running 
to lunch time Friday, from 2:00 to 5:30 
that afternoon; back again at 8:30 
Saturday morning, all that morning, 
except for a worship period, until lunch; 
back again for all Saturday afternoon 
until 4:00, the detailed explanation and 
discussion went on. Then the entire 
report affecting the agencies was 
adopted (with less than 20 scattering 
votes in opposition.) By then standing 
committees had to meet and the final 
chapter affecting the operating of the 
annual meeting of the Assembly was 
postponed until Saturday night when 
an additional hour and a half was given 
to that matter. 

Commissioners were greatly im- 
pressed by the report, its sound concep- 
tion, its detailed plan. Business men 
who declared they had recently gone 
through reorganizations of their com- 
panies said they had never seen a finer 
study. 

Old timers said they had never seen 
such an Assembly. Commissioners 
wanted to stay on the job. They wanted 
to hear the report and to know what 
it provided in a better way for their 
church. In the midst of the discussion 
there was an effort to adopt the re 
port as a whole then and there without 
going over its specifications in detail; 
but the Assembly refused to doit. They 
chose instead the laborious discussion 
and explanation of point-by-point. 

All the while the ad interim com- 
mittee sat close by to explain and offer 
suggestions, or, in some cases to make 

(Continued on page 15.) 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 
SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian influences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities. Scholarship aid. 

Robert H. Philp, Principal 





0. C. Skinner, President 
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BIBLE STUDY 


Jesus’ Death and Burial 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 12, 1949 
Lesson Text: Luke 23:33-39; Mark 15:34; Luke 23:46-47, Matthew 27:57-60 


We have been studying now for some 
weeks the story of Jesus’ last week in 
Jerusalem. We saw him, Sunday, en- 
tering the city in triumph, acclaimed by 
the multitudes as their Messiah; Mon- 
day, cleansing the temple of those who 
profaned it by their iniquitous traffic; 
Tuesday, challenging the religious and 
political leaders and appealing to the 
people for their support of his own Mes- 
sianic program. We have no record of 
Jesus’ activities on Wednesday, but it 
was on this day that Judas entered into 
a plot to betray him into the hands of 
his enemies. Thursday, Jesus observed 
the Passover with his disciples and in- 
stituted the Lord’s Supper. Early Fri- 
day morning he was arrested in the Gar- 
den of Gethsemane, tried before the San- 
hedrin, and then before Pilate, who 
yielded to popular pressure and sen- 
tenced him to death. 

The story of the crucifixion which we 
study this week is a very familiar one, 
and yet always most affecting. We re- 
call: 


I. What Jesus Suffered 


1. Physically. The soldiers who ar- 
rested him laid hands upon him (Mk. 
14:46) and bound him (Jn. 18:12) and 
took him before Annas to be examined. 
As he stood there with his hands bound, 
one of the officers struck him with his 
fist (Jn. 18:12). After he had been 
condemned hy the Sanhedrin he was 
turned over to the guards to be kept 
until morning. They amused themselves 
by maltreating their helpless prisoner. 
To show their contempt they spat upon 
him. They covered his face and struck 
him with their fists, saying, ““Prophesy 
unto us, thou Christ; who is he that 
struck thee?” And the guards received 
him with blows (Mk. 14:65). After Pi- 
late gave way to public pressure he or- 
dered Jesus to be scourged, a frightful 
punishment, inflicted by a whip with 
several thongs, each loaded with acorn- 
shaped balls of lead or sharp pieces of 
stone. After the scourging, the soldiers 
who had him in charge led him back to 
the court of the Governor’s palace and 
called together the whole cohort (a band 
of 600 men). They amused themselves 
by making sport of his claims to be a 
king. In imitation of the imperial pur- 
ple they threw about him a scarlet robe, 
probably some officer’s or soldier’s old 
coat. They twisted together some twigs 
from a thorn bush, and pressed it upon 
his head in derisive imitation of the 
laurel wreath worn on festal occasions 
by the Roman emperors. They put a 
reed into his right hand to represent 
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the royal scepter and mocked him say- 
ing, “Hail, King of the Jews.” Then, to 
show their contempt for such a king, 
they spat upon him and took the reed 
and smote him upon the head, driving 
the thorns into his brow, and some 
struck him with their fists. Then they 
bound the heavy cross upon his back 
and forced him to carry it until he fell, 
exhausted, beneath the load. 

“And when they came to the place 
which is called The Skull, there they 
crucified him.’”’ Death by crucifixion was 
the most degrading method of death 
known to the Romans and one of the 
cruelest ever invented by man. The 
cross was commonly made by crossing 
two pieces of timbers, the upright being 
perhaps eight or nine feet long. The 
body rested upon a peg driven into the 
upright post. The hands and feet were 
fastened to the upright and bar by ropes 
or nails; in Jesus’ case the latter. ‘The 
cross bearing its victim, was then raised 
upright and dropped into the hole dug 
for it, with a violent jolt. Hanging on 
four great wounds, naked, under a blaz- 
ing sun, torn and bleeding, with wounds 
inflamed, fiery thirst raging, every nerve 
quivering and writhing with pain, the 
sufferer endured the mortal agony for 
one, two or even three days before death 
mericfully put an end to the scene.” 
In Jesus’ case the suffering shortened by 
his previous punishment, ended after 
six hours. It seems that a guild of 
Jewish women maintained the merciful 
custom of offering the victims of cru- 
cifixion a potion of drugged wine as a 
soporific. Such a drink was offered to 
Jesus. But he refused it, after discover- 
ing its nature by a sip. He chose to 
meet death with his senses undulled. 

2. We have spoken so far of Jesus’ 
physical sufferings. We cannot even 
imagine the mental sufferings—the bur- 
den of the world’s sin which Jesus bore 
upon his heart. 


‘“‘He regarded death as the penalty of 
sin, as involving the possibility of the 
loss of the unbroken fellowship with 
God, which, he, as Son, had enjoyed with 
the Father. He so identified himself 
with sinful mankind as to feel all the 
consequences of sin, including this, its 
ultimate consequence, for him the worst 
that he could experience. We must not 
say that he felt himself guilty, or that 
he was punished, or that he was exposed 
to the wrath of God, for all such lan- 
guage involved an intolerable confusion 
of what is possible for the sinful and the 
sinless. But in his own heart, he felt 
the consequences as no sinner could do; 
for on the one hand he loved the sin- 
ful as no other had done, and so felt 
with them and for them as no other 
could do; and on the other he so loved 


God that he saw sin and all it involves 
as God sees it. Sinless, he could suffer 
for sin (and did) as much more as his 
love for God and for man excelled all 
other love.” (Garvie: The Christian 
Doctrine of the Godhead.) 


II. What Jesus Saw 


We are thinking of the groups that 
gathered about the cross, (1) There 
were the soldiers. While Jesus hung 
in mortal agony they amused themselves 
by dicing for his garments. Their eyes 
glittered with avarice as they watched 
the fall of the dice, but they had no 
concern for the man whom they had 
nailed to the cross. It was just a part 
of the day’s work to them, as in the 
poem by Clyde McGee: 


Three workmen fashioning a cross 
On which a fourth must die! 

Yet none of any other asked, 
“And why? And why? And why?” 


Said they, ‘‘This is our business, 
Our living we must earn; 

What happens to the other man 
Is none of our concern.” 


(2) The people stood by, watching, as 
Luke tells us (23:36 R.S.V). Plummer 
says the word implies vulgar curiosity, 
staring as at a spectacle. A. T. Robert- 
son, on the other hand, thinks that it 
gives a graphic picture of people unable 
to do anything but gaze; helpless before 
the might of an all-powerful ruling 
clique. 

(3) The rulers scoffed at him, taunt- 
ing him with his helplessness. ‘‘He saved 
others,’”’ they cried, ‘‘let him save him- 
self, if he is the Christ of God, his 
Chosen One.’’ What a tribute this was, 
albeit unintended, to one who saves 
others, just because he would not save 
himself. The soldiers, weary of doing 
nothing, joined in making sport of him 
and saying, “If you are the King of the 
Jews, save yourself!’’ With scorn for 
Jesus and his countrymen, we may sup- 
pose, they set up over his head the ac- 
cusation: ‘“‘This is the King of the 
Jews.”’ 

(4) The two thieves (highwaymen) 
who suffered as Jesus suffered, but 
justly, if there could ever be justice in 
such cruel punishment, joined in the 
abuse of the crowd. One of them, how- 
ever, as the hours wore on, moved by 
the spirit of Jesus, and recalling perhaps 
the hopes that he had held out during 
his ministry for men as sinful as him- 
self, turned to him in penitence and 
faith. “Jesus,” he said, ‘remember me 
when you come in your kingly power.” 
(Lk. 23:43). 

(5) In all that sea of hostile faces 
there were a few, touched with pity and 
broken with grief. There seems to have 
been two groups. One pressed in near 
to the cross. It included his mother, the 
sword piercing her soul, as Simeon had 
foretold (Lk. 2:35), other women who 
loved the Master and John, the beloved 
disciple (Jn. 19:25-26). The other 
group remained afar off, watching the 
scene, but afraid to venture near. Among 


13 








them were other of the women and 
Jesus’ friends, including we may sup- 
pose the disciples (Mk. 15:40-41: Lk. 
23:49). 


Ill. What Jesus Said 


Seven of the sayings from the cross 
have been preserved and are infinitely 
precious to all of us. We pass them 
over in our minds in their probable or- 
der. (1) He looked into the faces of 
those who hated him and reviled him 
and spoke those words which more than 
almost any others reveal his spirit: ‘‘Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” (Lk. 23:34.) These 
words were spoken, let us recall, not in 
a lecture room, or in the pulpit, but by 
aman in agony of those who tortured 
him. 

(2) He thought of his mother, stand- 
ing there, grief-stricken and desolate, 
with John, and said, “Woman, behold 
your son!”’ and to John, “Behold your 
mother.” 

(3) His heart went out to the dying 
thief by his side. He twisted his throb- 
bing head toward him and said, ‘“‘Truly, 
I say to you, today you will be with me 
in Paradise.” (Lk. 23:43.) 

(4) The passing hours, with their 
steadily mounting pain, forced from his 
lips that terrible cry, ‘‘My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mk. 
15:34). ‘‘He forsaken! Who can com- 
prehend it?” cried Martin Luther. Alex- 
ander Maclaren suggests that separation 
from God is the true death, the wages 
of sin, and in that dread hour he bore 
in his own consciousness the utmost of 
its penalty, in our stead. R. F. Horton 
points out that these words are a quo- 
tation from Psalm 22:1, a psalm which 
seems to describe the very experiences 
through which Jesus was passing (cf. 
Ps. 22:1, 6-9, 16-21, 24, 27-31), a psalm 
which begins with the cry of desolation 
but ends with the note of sublimest 
trust. If Jesus was consciously quoting 
this psalm and only the first verse was 
overheard, it relieves the difficulty which 
some find in the thought that even for 
a moment Jesus felt forsaken by God. 
“But on the other hand this difficulty 
often disappears and becomes the deep- 
est well of comfort in the dark hours 
of the Christian’s experience. To know 
that he, our Lord and Savior, in the ful- 
fillment of his sacrifice for sin, felt de- 
serted by God brings hope and com- 
fort to the trembling human soul that is 
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tempted to utter the same cry.” 

(5) As the mounting fever coursed 
through his veins Jesus spoke, for the 
first and only time, of his physical suf- 
fering—“‘T thirst.”” In the midst of our 
own physical pain, it helps us to know 
that Jesus suffered so, and that he was 
not ashamed to call upon someone to 
alleviate his suffering. ‘‘Only with him,”’ 
says Shepherd, ‘it came last. It was 
the last thing to be thought about. When 
everything was done, the crucifiers for- 
given, the criminal remembered, the 
mother cared for, then the Son of Man 
said quietly, ‘‘I thirst.’ Pain is 
hateful. It is to be alleviated whenever 
possible, but it is not to be permitted 
to become the master of life.” Jesus 
knew what it was to suffer and so to- 
day ‘‘the sufferer knows in the presence 
of the Crucified that there is an unseen 
world throbbing with sympathy.” And 
then there is the other side. Wherever 
in the world today can be heard the 
pathos of that human cry, “I thirst,” 
there is the Christ. ‘‘As you did it to 
one of the least of these my brethren,’’ 
he shall say at the last day, ‘‘you did it 
unto me.” 

(6) Having recovered his sense of 
God’s presence, if indeed he had ever 
lost it, he cried with a vigor which sur- 
prised the watchers, who were accus- 
tomed to low moans of pain from the 
victims of crucifixion, ‘‘Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit’ (Lk. 23: 
46) and then (7) finally, “It is finished”’ 
(Jn. 19:30)—“i. e., the work which God 
had given him to do, after which he 
bowed his head and yielded up his 
spirit. 


IV. What Followed 


During the last three hours the sky 
had been darkened (perhaps by a sand- 
storm). WwWhen Jesus finally expired, 
Mark tells us that the veil of the temple 
was rent in two from the top to the 
bottom. His disciples took this as a 
symbol that with the Messiah’s death 
“there opened a new era in the cove- 
nant with God, the Messianic age of un- 
impeded personal access of each and all 
to God in worship, such access as hither- 
to had been reserved for the high priest 
only, and that but once a year.”’ 

The manner of Jesus’ death, and the 
portents that accompanied it, convinced 
the centurion who had the matter in 
charge that Jesus was more than man. 
“When the centurion saw what haa 
taken place, he praised God,”’ Luke tells 
us, “and said, ‘Certainly this man was 
innocent.’ ’’ Mark tells us that he went 
even further and said, ‘“‘Truly this man 
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was a son of God” (15:39). On the 
lips of a Gentile this was not an ascrip. 
tion of deity, but it does seem to express 
the centurion’s sense of something gy. 
pernatural in the sufferer whose death 
he had witnessed. 

Jesus’ body was taken down from the 
cross by Joseph of Arimathea, assisted 
by Nicodemus (Jn. 19:38f), both ip. 
fluential members of the Sanhedrin, who 
had followed Jesus hitherto secretly, but 
now at last were not ashamed to ayow 
themselves. As the Sabbath was near, 
the body was thrust provisionally into 
a tomb hewed, as the custom was, out of 
rocks, and closed in the usual way with 
a large slab-like stone. 


The Significance of Calvary 


There have been many theories of the 
atonement, attempting to explain the 
significance of the cross. The writer 
feels that all of these theories contain 
a part of the truth, and none of them 
all of it. For one thing it is a revela- 
tion both of God and of man. As Snow- 
den has said: “Only in the presence of 
the cross can we know man, how deep 
is his sin and how immeasurable his 
worth. Only in the presence of the 
cross, can we know God, how inexorable 
is his justice and how infinite is his love. 
The love of God in Christ, the worth of 
man, the sinfulness of earth and the 
holiness of heaven, all these were glor- 
iously manifested when on that green 
hill far away the dear Lord was cruci- 
fied.’”” Some would put it in legal terms: 
Christ bore the penalty of sin in our 
stead and thus satisfied the justice of 
God. Others prefer to put it in personal 
terms: God was in Christ reconciling us 
unto himself (II Cor. 5:19). 

But how does God reconcile us to him- 
self through the cross? Says Alexander 
MacColl: 


“In the home the process is easy to 
trace. Touched by his father’s sorrow, 
seeing in its true light his sin, what it 
costs, where it leads, won by the love 
that shares with him its penalty, the boy 
comes to himself, turns from his sin, 
henceforth rejoices to take his father’s 
way, not his own. Just this it is to be 
saved. Whoever kneeling at the cross, 
won by the love of the Father who sent, 
or of the divine Savior who came, 4 
man sees his sin as it is, where it leads, 
what it costs, comes to himself, de- 
thrones the baffled schemes of self; en- 
thrones the love and the will of Christ, 
he is saved.”’ 


But the cross is not only a revelation 
oy man’s sin and worth, God’s justice 
and love; it is also a challenge to the 
sacrificial life. 


“What Jesus suffered on Calvary he 
suffered not simply as our substitute but 
ps ovr renresentative. He asks us to 
take up our cross and follow him, not 
because there is anything lacking in our 
salvation that human merit must add to 
divine compassion, but that we may help 
to reconcile men and women who are 
still estranged and that we may forward 
the progress of the Kingdom, To disre- 
gard that appeal, to refuse to suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, is to crucify him 
anew.” 
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ASSEMBLY REORGANIZES AGENCIES 
(Continued from page 12.) 

minor adaptations in line with good 

suggestions from the commissioners. 


Gardner and Jones 


However, commissioners and commit- 
tee alike gave full credit to two persons 
for their contributions to the adoption 
of the most thorough-going set of 
recommendations ever considered by an 
Assembly. These two were Wm. V. 
Gardner and James A. Jones. 

Mr. Price, the moderator, as the chair- 
man of the ad interim committee, asked 
to be excused from presiding during 
the consideration of his own report and 
requested Dr. Gardner to serve as mod- 
erator during that time. All commis- 
sioners agreed that he did that task 
almost to perfection. He kept the pro- 
cedure informal; he kept the commis- 
sioners relaxed; he kept the _ spirit 
friendly; he waited in patience; he in- 
sisted that questions be raised. When 
the deliberations might have been con- 
cluded far sooner, he insisted upon every 
commissioner’s right and duty to dis- 
cuss the report. All agreed that his 
contribution to the report was of high 
significance. 

Dr. Jones, as the secretary of the com- 
mittee (and as the writer of report) 
was commissioned to present it to the 
Assembly. This he did, recommendation 
after recommendation, more than -140 
of them, through the long and tedious 
hours. With a grasp of the intricate 
relationships involved and a thorough 
understanding of the intent of the com- 
mittee and its report, he explained, he 
called on his colleagues, he, with the 
Moderator, lightened the discussion 
with good humor, until, at the conclu- 
sion, the Assembly paid its enthusias- 
tic and grateful thanks to the com- 
mittee, to the acting Moderator, and to 
James A. Jones for a superb piece of 
work. 

Mr. Price presented M. Richard Felts, 
Atlanta business engineer, who con- 
ducted the study for the committee with 
high praise of his service. The Assem- 
bly accorded him an enthusiastic vote 
of thanks. 

People who have known many As- 
semblies, as they watched the 89th in 
this discussion, were sure that a new 
and better day is ahead for the church. 
Business men and ministers, those from 
urban and rural areas, almost every- 
body, convinced of the integrity and 
good work of an able committee and 
“sold” on its plan to reorganize the 
agencies, wanted to enable these 
agencies to get on with their work. 
Therefore, as they went through the 
107 pages and the more than 140 recom- 
mendations, they changed it scarcely at 
all—only a few minor points here and 
there. Only postponement was that re- 
garding the church year (changing to 
the calendar year) which is to be con- 
Sidered by the General Council and 
recommended later. 

Final and slight opposition came at 
the end of the report upon the motion 
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to adopt as a whole. Then Cecil Lang, 
A. J. Van Puffelen, both of Dallas, and 
others still wanted to defer action for 
a year, but W. E. Crane, of Charleston, 
W. Va., moved to adopt now which was 
voted with less than 20 persons in op- 
position. 

This report, coming through the As- 
sembly intact, with only a few recom- 
mendations slightly but not essentially 
changed, appears as it was presented 
here recently (OUTLOOK, May 16). 

Some forecasters predicted strong op- 
position to such items as: the use of the 
word “board” instead of “executive 
committee’; limitation of terms of serv- 
ice of committee members; making sec- 
retaries responsible to the Boards in- 
stead of to the Assembly; appointment 
of a permanent nominating committee 
and a General Council. But none of 
these developed. Explanations were so 
satisfactory and the integrated plan 
was so well conceived that most sug- 
gestions of change were voted down. 
On only two or three minor matters 
was there a call for division and in none 
of these was the vote close. 

Most determined effort to change the 
structure of the committee’s report 
came in connection with woman’s work. 
P. Cary Adams and others urged its in- 
tegration into the educational program 
instead of continuing separately. Miss 
Janie McGaughey, secretary of the 
work, indicated that the women are per- 
fectly willing to serve wherever the As- 
sembly might decide, but it was her 
judgment that the work would be more 
effective if kept separate. As a part 
of one Board, she explained, difficulties 
might be experienced since the women’s 
program deals with the work of all the 
cther Boards. By itself, she felt, a 
more complete program might be de- 
veloped. 
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Dr. Jones’ remark that “Our church's 
woman’s work is better than that of any 
other denomination” brought the spon- 
taneous applause of the Assembly. A 
heavy vote kept the work separate as 
recommended by the ad interim com- 
mittee. 

In considering the removal of the 
Assembly’s Stated Clerk’s office from 
Dallas to Atlanta, a commissioner from 
Montgomery, Ala., urged that it be 
located in his city, but that idea had 
no chance. An earlier motion to leave 
the office in Dallas also lost. 


Massanetta Next Year 


After the popular meeting of the first 
evening, the Assembly, continuing its 
prolonged docket, considered its place 
of meeting for 1950. Montreat repeated 
its standing invitation and Massanetta 
Springs, conference center of the Synod 
of Virginia, extended an urgent invita- 
tion. T. C. Bales, president of Mas- 
sanetta’s trustees, and W. E. Hudson, 
veteran conference director, urged the 
Assembly to come to Massanetta. The 
Assembly voted nearly unanimously to 
accept the invitation. In accordance 
with the new procedure, this will come 
on June 8—first Thursday after the first 
Sunday in June. 





All Presbyterian mission stations 
north of Chian’s Yangtze River are now 
in Communist hands. Twenty-eight mis- 
sionaries are still in China, with 30 hav- 
ing returned home. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

R. H,. Poole from Elizabethtown, N. C, 
to St. Pauls, N. C. 

James I. Paisley from Ware Shoals, 
8. C., to 233 E. Cambridge, Greenwood, 
S.C. 

R. M. Hamilton from Memphis, Tenn., 
to Laurel Hill, Fla. 

Cc. H. Maury from Maxton, N. C., to 
6723 Fairfield Dr., Houston 12, Texas, 
for the summer. 

Harold Walker, Jr., recent graduate 
of Louisville Seminary, was to begin his 
work as minister to students at Missis- 
sippi State College June 1. 

James H. Mulholland, pastor at 
Handsboro, Miss., graduate of Columbia 
Seminary of a year ago, will leave his 
field in the early summer to become a 
missionary to Alaska under the Presby- 
terian, USA, board. 

John Calek, recently retired at Prince 
1565 E. 8th St., 








George, Va., is now at 
Chico, Calif. 

T. Watson Street from Austin, Texas, 
to 520 W. 122nd St., New York 27, for 
the summer. 

Richard F. Taylor, of Amelia, Va., re- 
cent graduate of Princeton Seminary, 
has accepted a.call to the Sharps and 
Weems, Va., churches effective June 1. 
He is living at Sharps. 

F. T. McGill from Crawfordville, Ga., 
to Donalds, S. C. 

Warner DuBoce from Point Clear, 
Ala., to 1210 Welcourne St., Johnson 
City, Tenn. 

W. C. Frierson, formerly of West- 
minster, S. C., f now serving the Den- 
mark and Bomberg, S%* C., churches. 

Carl May, who recently completed a 
clinical pastoral training in 

will become pastor of the 
Montgomery, 


course in 
New York, 
Capital Heights 
Ala., June 15 

D. P. MeGeachy, Sr., from Clearwater, 
Fla., to Montreat, N. C. 


church, 


PROFESSOR 

Iain Wilson, minister of the Church 
of Scotland, recently with the 
struction department of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches in has been 
elected to the department of Bible at Da- 
vidson College. 


recon- 


Geneva, 


MAN OF YEAR 

J. S. Walkup, Belton, S. C., 
was recently named “young man of the 
year” by the Belton Junior Chamber of 
Commerce for outstanding community 
service. He was presented the Wardlaw 
iriffin award. 


pastor, 


NAVAL ACADEMY BOARD 

Charles E. Diehl, president of South- 
western at Memphis, has been appointed 
by President Truman to the Board of 
Visitors of the U. S. Naval Academy at 
Annapolis. 
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FOR LAYMEN 





Pastors and others are getting quantities of 


‘“‘THE LAYMAN IN THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD”’ 
By D. Maurice Allan (OUTLOOK, Mar. 14) 


They want this article for: 
1—A]l Elders and Deacons; 
See a few of the orders: 
100—Belmont, N. C. 
75—Norfolk, Va. 
100—Texas City, Tex. 
50—Zachary, La. 
100—Chester, S. C. 
50—Memphis, Tenn. 
75—Lookout Mtn., Tenn. 
50—Huntsville, Ala. 


2—All men in the congregation. 


75—Oakland, Fla. 

50—Union, W. Va. 
3,000—Evangelical & Reformed 
2,000—Presbyterian, USA 
1,500—-Reformed Church in Amer. 

200—Moravian Church 
50—Vicksburg, Miss. 
25—Liberty, Mo., ete. 


PRICE: 1-9 copies, 5¢ each; 10-49, 4c each; 50 or more, 3e each. 
Send your order TODAY! 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 











TEXAS PASTOR: ‘‘What can we do about better reports on the Assen 


bly? 


After the election of the moderator there was nothing at all in our lead 


ing state paper or in our local paper about the meeting.” 
We told him what we are suggesting to you: 
“Let THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK keep your people informed.” 


THE PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW 


It is worth a great deal for our people to be informed about their church’ 


affairs, to be interested in and concerned about the issues before it. 


Particu 


larly is this true in General Assembly time. 


NOW AS NEVER BEFORE 


Every leader in the church—elders, deacons, leaders among the Women 
of the Church, young people’s sponsors and presidents, Bible class teache 


and others—ought to be INFORMED. 
gressive action unless they know? 


How can they support intelligent, pro- 


How can they know if they are not prow 


vided reading matter where the issues are discussed clearly and fairly fror 


all points of view? 





“Let me thank you for your good 
report of the General Assenfbly, 
thus enabling those of us who could 
not go to get a clear-cut view of 
the Assembly through your eyes.”— 
WALTER L. LINGLE, Moderator, 
1920. 


“May I send you a word of ap- 
preciation and thanks for the fine 
coverage that THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK has given to the recent 
meeting of the General Assembly, 
both before and during the actual 
sessions. You have rendered the 
church a real service and I want to 
extend this word of cordial and 
sincere thanks.’—C. DARBY FUL- 
TON, Moderator, 1948, 





WE REPORT WHAT HAPPENS THERE 


WE INTERPRET WHAT THE ASSEMBLY HAS DONE 


“The report of the General As- 
sembly in THE OUTLOOK is a tri- 
umph of expeditious and editorial 
skill."—P. FRANK PRICE, Modera- 
tor, 1936. 


“Your account of the work of the 
General Assembly was an admira- 
ble piece of journalism.’”—J. B. 
GREEN, Moderator, 1946. 


. you did a most excellent job 
of reporting on the Assembly. I 
congratulate you particularly on 
the dispatch with which you got the 
news of the Assembly out to the 
public.”—J. R, CUNNINGHAM, Mod- 
erator, 1947. 
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HERE IS YOUR CHANCE: For a limited time, we offer a special oppor 


tunity. 
sembly actions, we make this offer: 


So that these leading people in your church can be informed about As 


Short-term subscriptions (17 weeks) for $1.00. 
MORE: Send us 25 such subscriptions for $20, and see how much better 
informed your leaders are about the General Assembly’s activities. 
AIR MAIL YOUR ORDER TODAY 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 1. N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 
“To help your people know, understand, appreciate and 
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